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Art in any form including, but not limited to 

dance, music, and poetry provides a mecha-
nism where by people are able to express 
themselves, which ultimately represents their 
culture, identity, and voice. In addition to rep-
resenting a culture, the selling of artistic goods 
provides a source of income for artists and 
substantially contributes to an economy, espe-
cially in the U.S. 

The artists issue is part of the broader impli-
cations with the travel ban and trade embargo, 
which hurts the U.S. economically, politically, 
and socially. It is estimated that the U.S. econ-
omy loses millions of dollars annually due to 
the trade embargo. The lack of diplomatic re-
lations prevents any effort to democratize 
Cuba. There is no way to quantify the cost 
paid by Cuban Americans who can’t visit their 
loved ones freely. 

The United States-Cuba policy is a failure, 
period. Change is needed now. I urge my col-
leagues to support my bills, H.R. 624 and H. 
R. 654, which would lift the embargo and trav-
el ban. 

U.S.-CUBA CULTURAL EXCHANGE, 
Albuquerque, NM, November 27, 2007. 

President GEORGE W. BUSH, 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR PRESIDENT BUSH: We wish to bring to 
your attention the accompanying letter, 
dated October 26, 2007, received from Alicia 
Alonso, Prima Ballerina and Director of the 
Cuban National Ballet, and also Goodwill 
Ambassador for the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO). Ms. Alonso has toured exten-
sively in the United States and her work has 
long been admired by the American per-
forming arts community, cultural critics and 
the public. 

We are writing you as representatives of 
the cultural sphere in the United States. We 
write you as American citizens. We write to 
express our dismay at your administration’s 
continuing hostility towards Cuba. We write 
to express our opposition to policies that 
keep us divided from our Cuban counter-
parts, preventing cultural interchange be-
tween our two countries. We believe the time 
has come to move towards cooperation and 
constructive relations with Cuba. 

The present policies deny such possibilities 
of friendship and cultural sharing. We fur-
ther note that cultural interchanges and re-
lationships are also modes of communication 
and expression. In denying us the possibility 
of engaging in such exchanges and relation-
ships, we are being denied our fundamental 
rights as guaranteed by the 1st, 5th and 14th 
Amendments of the U.S. Constitution. 

This reality seems to run counter to other 
positions expressed by your Administration. 
In September 2006, for example, Laura Bush 
inaugurated your Administration’s ‘‘Global 
Cultural Initiative,’’ stating that ‘‘One of 
the best ways we can deepen our friendships 
with the people of all countries is for us to 
better understand each other’s culture by en-
joying each other’s literature, music, films 
and visual arts.’’ 

As citizens, artists, scholars, educators and 
cultural workers from all artistic practices, 
academic disciplines, advocacy and service 
organizations in the arts, we hope you will 
read and consider the words of Alicia Alonso 
as we call upon your Administration to: 

1. open a respectful dialogue with the gov-
ernment and people of Cuba in accord with 
established protocols supported by the com-
munity of nations; 

2. end the travel ban that prevents U.S. 
citizens from visiting Cuba and allow for 
Cuban artists and scholars to visit the 
United States, thus eliminating the censor-
ship of art and ideas, and 

3. initiate, by working with appropriate 
members of Congress, a process that can re-
sult in the development of normal bilateral 
relations between our countries. 

Supporters of Cultural Exchanges with 
Cuba: 

Louis Head—Cuba Research and Analysis 
Group—Co-founder US-Cuba Cultural Ex-
change. 

Bill Martinez—Martinez & Associates—Co- 
founder US-Cuba Cultural Exchange. 

Cynthia Semon—Media consultant/music 
promoter—US-Cuba Cultural Exchange. 

James Early—Cultural Policy Specialist— 
U.S.-Cuba Cultural Exchange. 

Harry Belafonte—actor/singer. 
Danny Glover—actor. 
Sean Penn—actor. 
Carlos Santana—musician. 
(Plus more than 1,400 other signatories). 
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VETERANS GUARANTEED BONUS 
ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 17, 2007 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of this bill that corrects a desperately 
ill-advised regulation hurting our Nation’s he-
roic men and women in uniform. This Defense 
Department policy has resulted in several vet-
erans being denied their full bonuses or being 
asked to repay funds they are entitled to, sim-
ply because their injuries prevented them from 
serving out their full term of service. 

Unfortunately, this is not a new problem. 
Back in October of 2004, Brian Ross of ABC 
News reported that Army Specialist Tyson 
Johnson, who was injured by an exploding 
mortar round in Iraq, later received a letter de-
manding repayment of his enlistment bonus 
while he was still recuperating in the hospital. 

Two months ago, National Public Radio 
highlighted the story of Army Specialist Ronald 
Hinkle, who suffered a traumatic brain injury 
after an IED explosion cut short his military 
career. Not only was Specialist Hinkle owed 
$2,500 in back salary, but two months after 
NPR’s story aired, he was notified that a 
$3,000 enlistment bonus would not be paid 
because he ‘‘failed to fulfill his contract.’’ 

In yet another case, Tommy Guinn, who is 
a respected 14-year Army veteran, ended his 
term of service early when a helicopter acci-
dent in Pakistan left him paralyzed. Thank 
God he made it home safely to his family, but 
the military kept $1,000 out of his re-enlist-
ment bonus. 

This is not the treatment our returning war-
riors deserve. I am proud to support this bill 
that finally changes this flawed policy. The 
Veterans Guaranteed Bonus Act makes the 
bonus payments automatic and requires the 
Secretary to pay any remaining portion of 
bonus payments within 90 days of medical 
discharge. During this season of Peace on 
Earth and goodwill towards men, let us show 
goodwill to those on the frontlines protecting 
our peace. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

IN APPRECIATION OF DANIEL V. 
KISH 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Daniel V. Kish and the 28 
years of service he has provided to the State 
of Alaska and the Nation. 

In the summer of 1978, a young long-haired 
college student dressed in muddy work boots 
wandered into my office looking for an intern-
ship. Why he chose my office in particular, I 
do not know, though I suspect it had some-
thing to do with an attractive young lady work-
ing at the front desk, but he appeared willing 
and eager to work. Thus, after telling him to 
get a haircut and a pair of loafers, I put him 
to work. 

My staff and I were immediately impressed 
by Dan’s strong work ethic, his innate under-
standing of even the most complex issues, 
and his natural ability to communicate to my 
constituents—both in writing and in spoken 
word—the practical impacts of the various leg-
islative proposals before the Congress. 

In fact, when Dan returned to Indiana’s Wa-
bash College at the end of that summer to fin-
ish his studies, he left our office with an unex-
pected void to fill. The following year Dan had 
completed his undergraduate degree, and we 
had an open position to fill. Thanks to the 
good judgment and recommendation of the 
young woman who drew Dan into our office 
the previous summer, I tracked him down and 
asked him to come to work for me full-time. In 
the years since then, Dan has earned himself 
a well-deserved reputation as one of the most 
talented, dedicated, and knowledgeable staff-
ers on the Hill. 

Dan has stuck with me through thick and 
thin. He has always kept my best interests, 
and the best interests of the State of Alaska, 
at heart. His devotion to me, the State of Alas-
ka, and the Nation has been unparalleled. 
Dan’s unwavering commitment to and under-
standing of strong Republican ideals, free 
market policies, and responsible development 
of our Nation’s resources have been an inspi-
ration to hundreds of Hill staffers and Mem-
bers alike, and he has served as the moral 
compass by which the Resources Committee 
has sailed throughout his tenure. 

Dan’s writing throughout the years has been 
equally inspiring. He is by far the single most 
impressive writer I’ve come across in 35 
years. His talent and ability to get to the root 
of an issue in two or three eloquent sentences 
is unmatched. While Dan’s use of words has 
always been powerful, it has often been hu-
morous as well. A strong supporter of a free 
market economy, Dan once wrote a letter to 
the Secretary of the Treasury recommending 
that the $1 coin bear the likeness of Dolly Ar-
thur—the owner of a historic bordello in Ketch-
ikan, Alaska—suggesting that unlike Susan B. 
Anthony, she ‘‘was truly a woman who knew 
the value of a dollar.’’ This unique sense of 
humor has brought smiles to my face and 
many others for nearly three decades. 

But most of all, Dan Kish will be remem-
bered for the genuine respect and apprecia-
tion he has always had for what he called ‘‘the 
Working Man.’’ Although his mind was often 
occupied in debates over esoteric federal poli-
cies, his heart has always belonged to the 
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fight for the working men and women of Amer-
ica who get dirt under their fingernails rather 
than paper cuts on their pinkies. Dan tirelessly 
reminded us that American prosperity, national 
defense, and world leadership depend on the 
working men and women who operate the drill 
rigs, mine metals and minerals, harvest trees 
and crops, raise livestock, and pull the levers 
and press the buttons that control the dams 
responsible for irrigating the land and 
powering our communities. 

God has blessed our country with a bounty 
of resources, and Dan was always ready with 
a sermon to remind us that His gifts are there 
for us to use wisely. Dan’s wise words will not 
be forgotten. 

While hiring Dan was one of the best deci-
sions I’ve made in my 35 years in Wash-
ington, I think Dan would agree that coming to 
work for me was the most important decision 
of his life. After all, it’s where he met his beau-
tiful wife, Pam, the young lady who lured the 
long-haired college student into my office 29 
years ago. I would be remiss if I did not also 
thank Pam Kish for everything she has done 
over the years, not only as a former staffer, 
but as a loving wife. 

The State of Alaska and the Nation as a 
whole owe a debt of gratitude to Dan Kish for 
his 29 years of service, and this House is a 
better place because of his good work. Ronald 
Reagan once wrote, ‘‘Some people work an 
entire lifetime and wonder if they’ve ever 
made a difference.’’ I know I speak for many 
in this body when I say there is no question 
that Dan Kish has made a tremendous dif-
ference during his tenure and will be sorely 
missed. 

While Dan is moving on, his impact on and 
contribution to our work in Congress is time-
less. I can think of no one who is more widely 
respected and admired for his intrinsic under-
standing of and devotion to the things that 
make this Nation so great. 

I am forever grateful that Dan’s path 
crossed with mine that day, 29 years ago so, 
while I stand here today honoring Daniel V. 
Kish for his years of service, his departure is 
bittersweet. Words cannot express my per-
sonal gratitude to Dan for his work, his coun-
sel, and most importantly, his friendship. 
Thank you, Dan. I wish you and Pam the best 
in the next chapter of your life together. 
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RECOGNIZING RYAN KEITH 
BUEHRIG FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. I proudly pause to recognize 
Ryan K. Buehrig, a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America and in earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Ryan K. Buehrig for his 

accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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COMMEMORATING COBB COUNTY’S 
175TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in order to recognize the 175th an-
niversary of the founding of Cobb County, GA. 
On December 3, 2007, residents of Cobb 
County came together to celebrate a commu-
nity that has managed to remain united 
through many trying times. It was the spirit of 
community that held Cobb together after many 
bloody battles of the Civil War took place 
here, or when the murder of Leo Frank in 
1913 threatened to pull the community apart. 
This deep reverence for community is one of 
the primary reasons that Marietta, one of 
Cobb’s largest cities, was the first city in Geor-
gia to be awarded the All American Cities 
Award by the National Civic League. 

Today, Cobb County continues to meet the 
challenges that face our Nation with strength, 
resilience and innovation. Several cities in 
Cobb County have partnered with cities 
around the world, developing trade relation-
ships that keep Cobb County and Georgia rel-
evant in the global economy. Cobb County is 
proud to be the home of Home Depot’s head-
quarters as well as several other companies 
that keep Georgia’s, as well as America’s, 
economy strong. As our Nation has grown 
more diverse, so has Cobb County. Cobb 
County has demonstrated how much progress 
can come from people working together as 
neighbors and partners rather than focusing 
on those things that keep communities di-
vided. 

Cobb County is a place that all Americans 
can be proud of and look to as an example of 
what every community should strive to emu-
late. I am proud to represent Cobb and com-
mit these statements to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD so generations can reflect on what 
has been, is, and will continue to be an exem-
plary community. 
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INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION CON-
DEMNING THE RECENT TER-
RORIST ATTACKS IN ALGERIA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
as Chairman of the Commission on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, otherwise called 
the Helsinki Commission, I rise to introduce a 
resolution which condemns in the strongest 
terms, the terrorist bombing of the Algerian 
Supreme Court and United Nations offices in 
Algiers, Algeria on December 11, 2007. 

These deplorable attacks upon civilian tar-
gets took the lives of 37 people, including 17 
United Nations employees, and injured numer-
ous others. As a consequence of the destruc-
tion of the United Nations Development Pro-

gramme office and the damage to the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees office in Al-
giers, the capacity of the world body to carry 
out its operations in Algiers has been seriously 
diminished. 

We subsequently learned that the Decem-
ber 11 attacks were the work of al-Qaeda in 
the Maghreb, a North African affiliate of al- 
Qaeda. This same organization claimed re-
sponsibility for several previous attacks in Al-
geria and Morocco, using tactics similar to 
those employed by their al-Qaeda brethren in 
Iraq, where they indiscriminately wreak upon 
civilians and military targets. These inhumane 
attacks are intended to sow insecurity and di-
visiveness, and, as in Iraq, can impede 
progress in the social and economic spheres. 

The attacks illuminate al-Qaeda’s deter-
mination to continue to spread its destructive 
aims globally by perpetuating violence against 
innocent civilians. But they should also rein-
force the imperative of the community of civ-
ilized nations to stamp out terrorism in all its 
forms. 

Algeria is a Mediterranean Partner of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), within whose ambit the Hel-
sinki Commission carries out its mandate. The 
OSCE has among its highest priorities a com-
mitment to combating terrorism, and the Alge-
rian Government has been unwavering in its 
efforts to defeat terrorism, a goal that the 
United States shares. 

Through our recent experience with ter-
rorism, Americans understand the pain now 
suffered by the Algerian people for the loss of 
so many innocent lives and the injury of nu-
merous others. Today, we affirm our support 
for the people and Government of Algeria in 
their continued struggle against extremism and 
violence. 

That is why, together with my good friend 
Congressman BILL DELAHUNT, Chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, Sub-
committee on International Organizations, 
Human Rights, and Oversight, I am intro-
ducing today’s resolution, which condemns the 
senseless acts of violence against the Alge-
rian people and the United Nations on Decem-
ber 11. This resolution also expresses our pro-
found sympathy for the victims of the bomb-
ings; the support of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for the Algerian people in their 
continued efforts to secure peace for their na-
tion; and support for the Algerian authorities in 
bringing the perpetrators of the attacks to jus-
tice. Chairman DELAHUNT’s commitment to ad-
vancing peace, human rights, and security are 
laudable and long-standing. I am deeply proud 
to work with him on this resolution. 
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TRIBUTE TO SYLVIA PRESSLEY 
WOODS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor one of South Carolina’s own, 
Sylvia Pressley Woods, affectionately known 
as the ‘‘Queen of Soul Food.’’ In August of 
1962, Sylvia put her charismatic personality to 
the test and purchased the restaurant, which 
then was only a small luncheonette, from her 
own boss. 
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